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12 July 2012 

Member Update 

 

Dear Members, 

On behalf of the Board of Directors its my pleasure to update you on the “state of the union” at 
AGRIS Solar: 

Update on Units 

I am pleased to report that 203 units have been installed and are feeding energy into Ontario’s 
electrical grid.  We are forecasting that the remaining unconstrained units will be connected no 
later than August 1

st
, 2012 bringing the total to 231. 

AGRIS Solar Gardens 

We continue to make progress on the AGRIS Solar Gardens. For any who missed this discussion 
on the Gardens, Solar Gardens are a solution developed by AGRIS Solar with the Province for 
constrained units whereby the units are re-located to centralized sites with grid connectivity.  For 
you as a member, nothing changes except for the fact that the unit is no longer on your farm.  
Although this is not exactly what we each had anticipated it does provide some more flexibility.  
For example: If you sell your property you still maintain ownership of the AGRIS Solar shares.  
We had consulted closely with FCC and Hydro in regard to the Solar Gardens and all parties 
remain supportive of this solution. 

AGM 

We have had excellent feedback from Minister Bentley’s visit to our Annual General Meeting this 
past April.  He is without question a strong speaker and was very interested and engaged in our 
Co-operative.  His staff has been in regular contact with the management team at AGRIS Solar 
and we are confident that the Minister’s visit cemented a strong relationship. 

New Members 

Since our AGM we have been canvassing your neighborhood to bring on more Members to 
ensure the initial investment to start the co-op is spread over more projects. The management 
team at AGRIS Solar has been able to grow the number of projects they manage from 602 to 
1060. This clearly indicates that more and more farmers are finding comfort in what the Co-op is 
doing and have confidence that the Co-op will get their projects connected. 

SUMMARY 

AGRIS Solar has created very strong relationships with senior management at Hydro One, OPA 
and with the Minister of Energy and his staff. We continue to monitor every aspect of the program 
and its effects on the Co-op.  AGRIS Solar Co-operative remains a key player in the Province’s 
MicroFIT solar program, the McGuinty government and various agencies involved in renewable 
energy across Ontario are highly supportive of our efforts.  We are confident the microFIT  
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program remains the best in the world and a key plank in the Government’s renewable energy 
strategy.  Should you have questions or concerns please call any member on the board or any 
individual on the AGRIS Solar Co-operative management team. We always want to be sure that 
the Membership is well informed with the correct information. 

I hope this gives you a sense for the exciting things going on here at AGRIS Solar Co-operative; 
we have a busy summer ahead and continue to move forward.  Please feel free to contact Sean 
Kelly at 905-829-3336 X141 or myself should you have any questions or comments. 
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