
 
   
         
Dear Members, 
 
 
Constrained microFIT Projects and the AGRIS Solar Community Gardens 
 
 
Today the Minister of Energy finalized the two year FIT (microFIT) Review and issued a comprehensive 
report outlining the findings of the review.  Although the majority of the report and its 
recommendations focused on the future of the FIT program it contained important information for the 
co-op regarding the constrained microFIT projects.  These highlights are as follows: 
 

1. As a priority, the OPA should work with Hydro One and other local distribution 
companies to implement the Minister’s Directive, dated August 19, 2011, to facilitate 
the participation of eligible constrained microFIT projects. 
 

2. Maintain the microFIT Eligible Participant Schedule and include farm co-ops (such as 
AGRIS Solar). 
 

3. MOE’s self-screening registry system, the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry 
(EASR), should be expanded to include eligible small-scale solar (less than500 kW) 
and bio-energy projects. This change has the potential to reduce timeframes from 18-
24 months to approximately 2-3 months for eligible projects. 

 
The above will: 
 
(1) Allow the co-op to get all the constrained projects connected as per the Directive issued in August 
2011. 
 
(2) Recognizes our Co-op as a participant in the microFIT program and our members as Eligible 
Participants in the program  
 
(3) Streamlines the environmental hurdles involved in building the Community Gardens and allow us to 
get the Community Gardens connected quicker. 
 
To read more about the review you can use the following link: http://www.energy.gov.on.ca/en/fit-and-
microfit-program/2-year-fit-review/ 
 
We will address all these topics in greater detail again at the Annual General Meeting on the 4th in 
Chatham.  
 

http://www.energy.gov.on.ca/en/fit-and-microfit-program/2-year-fit-review/
http://www.energy.gov.on.ca/en/fit-and-microfit-program/2-year-fit-review/


 
 
 
 
 
Construction Update 
 
We are pleased to announce that AGRIS Solar Co-operative has achieved a construction milestone of 

180 units completed, tied-in and now supplying energy to the Ontario electrical grid.   

Hydro Connections 
 
I have had a few Members discuss with me the time it takes to get Hydro One out to the farm for the 

final connection to the grid. We are tracking this and our records indicate that the average time it takes 

Hydro One to connect our projects is 59 days. We have a dozen projects that have taken in excess of 140 

days; those projects are delayed due to other issues that need to be corrected on the line prior to 

connecting the system to the grid. 

We understand the frustration and we remind Hydro One every day of any unit that goes over 60 days. 

We have informed supervisors, managers and vice-presidents at Hydro One of the issues and they 

advised that they are in the process of catching up.  

 
IMPORTANT HST NOTE 
 
 Thank you everyone who submitted their HST numbers to us!  However, after consultation with our 
auditors and CRA we have been instructed to no longer pay HST on any license payments.  We apologize 
for the confusion however HST is not applicable on license or lease payments for solar installations. 
 
Monitoring System and Service Calls 
 
As you are aware the Co-operative has in place comprehensive monitoring systems on each unit. This 
system provides a wealth of information on an hourly basis including such as production data, 
environmental data and comparative production analysis.  Although this data is monitored and acted 
upon immediately in some cases the quickest way for us to find out there is an issue with a system is 
from our Members and their observations on how the unit is performing. We encourage any Member 
that notices irregular performance issues or physical problems to contact me at the email or number 
below. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
AGRIS Solar Co-operative Annual General Meeting 
 
You should have each received in the mail a “Notice of Meeting” for the next AGM scheduled for April 
4th, 2012 in Chatham. 
 
If you have not, please contact me and we will get you a copy by email or mail. You can also go to our 
web site or the AGRIS.COOP web site and see the announcement. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there!!!  
 
 
 
 
Please call or email with any questions. 
 

Thank you, 

AGRIS Solar Co-operative Inc. 

 
    

 
 
Sean Kelly 
Director Member Services, Government Relations 
 
Spark Solar 
1315 North Service Road East, Suite 300 
Oakville, Ontario L6H 1A7 
Tel: (905)829-3336 x141 
Mobile: (416)919-1890 
Email: seank@sparksolar.ca 

mailto:seank@sparksolar.ca

