
 
         

          14 June 2013 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Yesterday the Minister of Energy issued a Directive to the OPA that validated the government’s 
commitment to getting the constrained microFIT contracts connected.  The Premier’s Office, 
the Ministry of Energy and Ontario Power Authority (OPA) have all confirmed that the 
government will be proceeding with the Garden concept and we expect to have contracts to us 
in the coming months. 
 
Directive 
 
On June 12th, 2013 the office of the Minister of Energy released a Directive to the OPA 
instructing them to proceed with awarding the contracts necessary to getting the constrained 
projects connected and hence the AGRIS Solar Co-operative Gardens built. You might be asking 
yourself; why is this Directive different from the previous 3?  
 
Although in the past the directives provided a path to a solution, they seemed to add 
complexity and delays to the program.  
 
This Directive has specific dates and action items the OPA must accomplish on time! This is very 
important because the OPA must react and meet the timing that has been set. Although this 
Directive comes from the Minister of Energy, our management team, the Board of Directors 
and the Premier’s Office all had a hand in developing the component related to the constrained 
microFITs. 
 
In Summary, regarding constrained microFITs, the Directive says: 
 

a) The OPA is to provide the Co-op with a draft Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) within 15 
days of the Directive (starting from the 12th). 

b) The OPA is to sign the contract (PPA) 30 days after the Co-op receives a successful pre-
connection test for the Garden locations (estimated 30 days) 

c) All other domestic content, land use and citing requirements as previously set out 
(example: class 4,5,6 land) 

 
 
 



 
Timeline / Impact to Cash Flow 
 
We currently have 10 Gardens to build that will complete the installation of the AGRIS Solar Co-
op projects. Based on the new timing, we are expecting to install 4 Gardens this fall and the 
remainder in the spring of 2014. Again, as mentioned in previous updates and presentations, 
the timing of the contracts determined the schedule. This will have a direct impact on when we 
can start the preferred/energy payment.  We will continue to pay the license fees throughout 
this process.  
 
As previously mentioned the total dollars earned over the lifetime of the project has increased.  
This increase is a product of decreases in equipment cost, increases in productivity and 
reduction in maintenance, insurance and logistics due to the Garden concept.  
 
It is clear that the new FIT program announcements in Niagara on May 30th indicate that 
community projects are a priority in the future.  It also brings us pride that AGRIS Solar Co-
operative is the first and largest community owned project in the province. 
 
Please call or email with any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
 
AGRIS Solar Co-operative Inc. 
 
 

 
 
Sean Kelly 
Director Member Services, Government Relations 
Spark Solar 
1315 North Service Road East, Suite 300 
Oakville, Ontario L6H 1A7 
Tel: (905)829-3336 x141 
Mobile: (416)919-1890 
Email: seank@sparksolar.ca 
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