
 
         
          11 February 2013 
 
Dear Members, 
 
We issued our last Member update on December 7

th
, and although Christmas and the New Year have come and 

gone we have been busy working with the OPA on getting the constrained units installed on Solar Gardens across 
Ontario. 
 
Government Update 
 
Since we last talked, we now have a new Premier (Honorable Kathleen Wynne) and now a new Energy Minister 
(Honorable Bob Chiarelli).  Despite these changes Management feels very positive about the new government and 
their commitment to getting our projects connected.   
 
In anticipation of her election win, the management team was able to sit down with Kathleen Wynne prior to the 
Liberal Party Convention. She is aware of the AGRIS Solar Co-operative and is a strong believer in the community 
model as a mechanism to move Green Energy ahead in the Province.  As announced in the media, Wynne has also 
appointed herself as the new Minister of Agriculture. We feel with this appointment and her commitment to 
community renewable energy projects is a win for the Co-op given our close ties to the rural community. 
 
There have been some questions from the Membership on how this change will affect us.  In meetings as recent as 
last week, the OPA indicated that the Directives have been written and the path is set so the OPA is going full 
speed ahead. We do feel they will need to bring the new Minister up-to-date with the processes and we do expect 
a delay do to this however it should not be too disruptive.  
 
The management at Spark Solar have been busy keeping communication open between AGRIS Solar and the 
outgoing Minister and now the incoming Premier and Minister of Energy. We feel, now that her cabinet has been 
announced and she has officially become the Premier of Ontario, it is the time to request meetings to make sure 
the transition of power does not delay our project unnecessarily. 
 
Solar Gardens 
 
The main goal of the management team is securing the Power Purchase Agreements and building as soon as 
possible. The project sites have been selected and they have been approved for connection to the grid.  
 
As mentioned in previous updates the next hurdle is getting the OPA to convert all of the Conditional Offers into 
Power Purchase Agreement (PPA’s). This is the method the OPA is using to convert 50 - 10kW Conditional Offers 
into 1 – 500 kW Power Purchase Agreement.  Current indications are that the PPA should be ready by the end of 
February. 
 
The primary delay we have encountered is related to the Constructed and Constrained Units.  These are individuals 
who went out and purchased a unit, had it installed, but when they went to connect it there was no capacity in the 
system. These are family, friends and neighbors who paid the $100,000 - $120,000 investment 2 years ago and 
have yet to receive a return.  These individuals have been provided a “solution” and as on January 25

th
 must have 

submitted all their paperwork. 



 
 
Last week the OPA hired the engineering firm Ortech Consulting to do field audits of all the “Constrained and 
Constructed” – Completion Date 22Feb2013 

 
I. They are checking invoices and picture to see they match what is on the property 

II. Any equipment that is not installed, but a poll and concrete base exist is currently being 
regarded as a project that would not receive remuneration to clean up the property. 
This might change after the report is submitted.   

 
As mentioned in past updates, and at our last meeting in Chatham, this audit represents the final stage prior to 
releasing the Power Purchasing Agreements that we need to move forward.  
 
Once we have the Power Purchase Agreements we can apply to Hydro One for our official capacity reservations.  
We anticipate this taking 30 to 60 days from the time of signing the PPA.  Following that we will apply to the OPA 
for our Notice to Proceed and then begin construction.  If we are able to maintain the estimated timelines we 
would see construction begin in May or June. 
 
Please call or email with any questions. 
 

Thank you, 

AGRIS Solar Co-operative Inc. 

   

 
Sean Kelly 
Director Member Services, Government Relations 
Spark Solar 
1315 North Service Road East, Suite 300 
Oakville, Ontario L6H 1A7 
Tel: (905)829-3336 x141 
Mobile: (416)919-1890 
Email: seank@sparksolar.ca 
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